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The making and showing of motion pictures became a source of profit almost as soon as the 
process was invented. Upon seeing how successful their new invention, and its product, was 
in their native France, the Lumiéres quickly set about touring the Continent to exhibit the 
first films privately to royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they would 
normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and, quickly enough, found local 
entrepreneurs in the various countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph, 
export, import, and screen additional product commercially. The Oberammergau Passion 
Play of 1898citation needed was the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other 
pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a separate industry that overshadowed 
the vaudeville world. Dedicated theaters and companies formed specifically to produce and 
distribute films, while motion picture actors became major celebrities and commanded huge 
fees for their performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin had a contract that called for an 
annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931 to 1956, film was also the only image 
storage and playback system for television programming until the introduction of videotape 
recorders. 


The 2020 Cannes Film Festival sent out invitations on March 6, despite France 
implementing limits on public gatherings beyond its scheduled dates the Cannes Television 
Festivals Canneseries and MIPTV chose not to run, however, with Canneseries rescheduling 
for October and MIPTV canceling its event.764 On March 19, the Festival de Cannes 
announced that it cannot be held on the scheduled dates, from May 12-23. Several options 
are considered in order to preserve its running, the main one being a simple postponement, 
in Cannes, until the end of June-beginning of July 2020.65 Cannes main venue has been 
converted into a temporary homeless shelter.66 Some festivals, including Tribeca, SXSW, 
ReelAbilities, TCM Classic Film Festival, and the Greenwich International Film Festival have 
created new online programming in lieu of having an in-person festival.67 The 2020 Toronto 
International Film Festival is also planned to proceed at least partially online68 on July 30, 
TIFF programmers announced a much smaller than normal lineup of feature films that will 
be screened at drive-in theatre venues and online.69 


On June 5, 2020, Governor of California Gavin Newsom announced that film and television 
production could resume in the state beginning June 12, provided that conditions permit 
and approval is received from a countys public health officials.170 Newsom incorporated 
key guidelines from the task forces report.171 The next day, a group of unions including the 
Directors Guild of America, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters, and SAG-AFTRA published a 36-page report 
detailing safety protocols agreed upon for union film and television productions, including 
regular testing of cast and crew members, closed sets, access zones, shooting limited to ten 
hour sessions, and all productions requiring an on-set health safety supervisor.172173 On 
February 9, 2021, it was announced that Blue Sky Studios, an animation studio which had 
been acquired by Disney during its purchase of 21st Century Fox, would be closed due to 
the economic impact of the pandemic on their business operations. The closure of Blue Sky 
also resulted in its cancellation of a film adaptation of Nimona, which was reported to be 
75% complete 
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